the CARRIER 


! hs = es 4 CONCORD, CALIFORNIA / 
eS SB oY A. > MDarecgé 
the MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


ARRL SPECIAL SERVICE CLUB 


Volume XL - issue 10 - October 1993 
Editor - Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
Distribution: Jay Caldis, KT6Y, Walt Ebbett, KB6QIB, 
and George Jones, KI6YK 
The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely those of the author and do not necessarily refiect the opinions of 
either the Board of Directors or membership of MDARC unless the author is a member of the MDARC Board of 

Directors and is spe 3 in an official capacity. 


FROM THE PRESIDENT | 


MDARC was named as ARRL Club of the Year for 1992 in the 
Pacific Division. Congratulations go to all of our members 
who participate in the many and varied activities that make 
our club what it is. Thanks also to DICK BROWN, KT6X, who 
put together the detailed application for the award. 


The auction, under the direction of DENNIS FULLER, 
KC6QHH, was successful being a lot of fun and a financial 
success (over $800). DENNIS shared the auctioneers post 
with ART MAYOFF, AB6HB, and PAUL GIRARD, KC6TZU, 
none of whom is at a loss for words. 


Our ATV repeater is back on the air with excellent pictures, 
thanks to work of repeater technicians, KEITH LATTIN, 
N6PMF, MIKE BURKE, KB6RMT, and JIM TITTLE, KC6SOE. 
As soon as the word was out more than 3/4 of the ATV group 
checked in. One outstanding picture was the scene at the 
back to school night at Country Club School, San Ramon, 
transmitted live from the school by BARRY ISSEKS, KE6YD, 
where the students observed and participated. It's good PR 
and fun for the kids (and us too). 


The fall classes began last month with about thirty students 
signing up for Novice and Technician. Chairman, JEFF 
JONES, AB6MB, enlisted two outstanding teachers for the 
classes, ART MAYOFF, AB6HB, and DIANNE BROOKS, 
AA6BWP. For those of us who occasionally worry about what is 


going on in the trenches it is a pleasure to have a couple of 
top rate instructors teaching the classes. 


Don't overicok the monthly transmitter hunt organized by 
RICHARD SHAPPEE, WAS5HQ4, which is not only educational 
but a fine social event. inexperienced T-hunters are welcome 
and given a lot of help. JOYCE SHAPPEE, KD6PNO, delights 
in hiding the rabbit in obscure places but can also be outdone 
by such mundane things as automatic sprinklers. The rabbit 
took a shower. 


PACIFICON ‘93 will be the subject of a portion of October 
general meeting. PACIFICON Chairman PETE TORMEY, 
N6QGN, will be reviewing the final arrangements for the event 
which will be held one week later on October 22, 23 and 24. 
In the near future we will also be deciding whether to put on 
PACIFICON '984. We may have outgrown the present facilities 
so are considering other locations such as Sacramento. We 
approached one of the Sacramento clubs, River City ARC, 
proposing that they put on the event. After careful 
consideration they declined. Our board has recommended 
that we continue one more year and we are looking for further 
input before a final decision is made. 


SEE YOU AT PACIFICON ‘93!!! 


Dick Schuize, AA6DL @ KIGWE 


OCTOBER MDARC PROGRAM 


The program for the October 15, 1993, MDARC general membership meeting at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, 
Lafayette, will feature Jerry Boyd, KG6LF. Jerry will talk about his candidacy for ARRL Vice Director. The rest of the October 


Program will be devoted to PACIFICON ‘93. See you at the meeting. 


Dick Tomsik, KJ6YE 
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LAS TRAMPAS TRAILRIDE 

Saturday, September 18, 1993 was a clear, sunny day, cool in 
the morning. Bort Meadow in Anthony Chabot Regional Park was 
packed with horses, riders, tents and trailers when the MDARC 
team arrived an hour before dawn to provide communications for 
the 25 and fifty miie endurance trailrides sponsored by Las 
Trampas Stables. Wayne Merryman, WB6WZV, installed his equipment 
in the Ride Directors pickup; John Rose, KB6MXR, waited for the 
"D & R' crew to leave for Redwood Bowl, and Joe Gregory, WA6DQN, 
watched the horses start and reported "scratches" to the rest of 
the crew. Later in the morning George Jones, KI6YK, checked in 
from the Marciel Gate location, and Terry Dearborn, W6HPC, from 
the Grass Valley Road staging area on Skyline Blvd. 

The first problem to be dealt with was the loss of the water 
tank trailer as it left be base camp on its way to the waterless 
check points in the southern section of the park. It tipped over 
and the tank broke away from the supporting axle. Numerous mes- 
sages arranged for the horse ambulance (trailer) to bring tubs of 
water to the dry checkpoints. 

A few horses were pulled from the competition by the vets 
during the day, but most of the 118 horses that started completed 
the ride without problems. Radio played ite most important role 
in directing the horse ambulance to the locatiions of these 
"pnulled" horses. Late in the afternoon the drag riders, who 
remove the ribbons that mark the route from along the trails, 
were late in reaching Marciel Gate. Considerable over the air 
discussion with the Ride DIrector led to closing the radio net 
about 5:15 pm, after the drag riders had appeared, but before 
they reached the last check point. The hot and dusty radiomen 
were able to return home for late dinners. 

Communication between the Redwood Bowl and Base Camp was 
very difficult until about 9 am when conditions suddenly improved 
and simplex operation with a few relays was quite satisfactory. 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


We are delighted to welcome the following new 
members to MDARC: 
GARCIA, Mark A.; SWL 
2852 Carmel, Oakland, CA 94602-3401 
(510)531-9544(h), (415)399-3660(w) 
GONZALEZ-RIVAS, Juan; WA6CPY, Advanced 
P.O. Box 21551, Concord, CA 94521 
NEWELL, Laurie: KD6TND, Technician 
6563 #F Cottonwood Circle, Dublin, CA 94568 
(510)829-8936(h) 
WEIR, John A.;: K7SKO, General 
1453 Treat #333, Wainut Creek, CA 94596 
(510)256-8924(h), (510)682-0540(w) 
WHITELY, James S., Jr.: W6LTI, Advanced > 
3843 Concord Blvd., Concord, CA 94519 
(510)685-1905 
WOODWARD, Robert K. (Kim); KD6TWS, Technician 
3260 Southridge Dr., Richmond, CA 94806 
(510)-222-4543(h), (510)-428-3323(w) 


Page 03 


Congratulations to the following on their upgrade 
and/or new call: 

Kent Judkins: Technician, KE6AYL 

Skip Slates: Extra 

Jim Wallace: Extra 


Please note the following changes: 

Charles Ahigren’s new address is 7 Whitt Court, 
Clayton, CA 94517 

Skip Slates's new address is P.O. Box 244, Huntington 
Beach, CA 92648-0244, and his new phones are 
(714)969-8279(h), (714)536-7000(w). 

David Smith's new home phone is (510)947-3576 


Please correct the work phone as listed here last 
month for Larry Bevier. It should be 685-3632. 


lf there is something wrong with the information as it 
appears on the mailing label of your Carrier or in the — 
Directory, don’t blame it on "them". It’s me! Just let 
me know of the error and I'll gladly correct it. "Them 
never makes mistakes. 


‘Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters 


A.E.A. interfaces, T.N.C’s & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Suppiles 
A.R.R.L. License Manuals, Books, Tapes 
and Reference Guides 
Avantl/Antenna Specialists "On Giass” Antennas 
A.O.R. Ace Scanning Receivers 
Bencher Paddles 


B.& W. Antennas, Coax Switches & Accessories 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Callbooks, Maps, Guides & Supplements 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustier Mobile Antennas, Mounts & Brackets 
Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 
Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 
M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.’s, Switches & Access. 
Mirage V.H.F. & U.H.F. Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
P.C. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmtrs. 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.H.F. Transceivers & Acces. 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(610) 685-7388 
Mor-Fri: 10-5:30 Sat: 9-4 
in Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd. & Concord Bivd. 


ARRL PACIFIC DIVISION UPDATE, October, 1993 

by Charles P, McConnell, W6DPD, Director ARRL Pacific Division. 1658 W. 
Mesa Ave. Fresno, CA 93711-1944. 209-431-2038. Packet W6EDPD @N6ZGY 
#CENCA.CA.USA.NA PACIFICON ‘93 OCT. 22-24 IN CONCORD. 

Do you want to become a Ham? Call 1-800-32NEWHAM (1-800-326- 
3942). You will get how to information, a list of clubs, a list of instructors, and a list of 
volunteer examiners in your Zip Code area. 


Do you want to take an Amateur Exam? Call the ARRL VEC hotline, 
408-984-8353 for exam information. | 


AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE JOINT RESOLUTIONS. Staff members of many 
Senators and Representatives have told Perry Williams that their bosses will NOT 
endorse any resolutions unless they hear from you, their constituents. Their reasoning 
is that “commemorative” legislation is getting out of hand. This resolution is more 
meaningful than most commemorative legislation, but because it bears the Joint 
Pssolution !abel it gets included with bilis that seek “National Pickie Week" and the 
like. Messages from home will make the difference. Please write your Senators and 
Congressperson and urge support and cosponsorship. For Senators you may send to 
the Hon. _U.S. Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510; and for 
Representatives, to the Hon. , House Office Building, Washington DC 20515. 
Please send copies to Perry Williams, W1UED, at ARRL Headquarters. | 

H.R. 2623 THE AMATEUR RADIO VOLUNTEER SERVICE ACT OF 1995. 
The bill would amend the Communications Act so that no licensee who provides 
volunteer services specified in Section 4 (F) (4) of the Act (47 U.S.C. 4 (F) (4)) for ihe 
FCC shall incur personal financial responsibility for any alleged damage, loss, or 
injury. To be protected under H.R. 2623 the volunteer must, of course, be acting in 
good faith and within the scope of his individual duties in volunteer examining or 
volunteer monitoring. Please write your congressperson (copy to Perry Williams of 
course) and urge the support and cosponsorship of the bill. You may use the address 
given in the first item. 

TRANSCEIVER BAN LAWS PREEMPTED. The FCC has granted, in part, a 
motion by the ARRL for a declaratory ruling asking the Commission to preempt certain 
state statutes and local ordinances affecting transceivers used by Amateurs. The laws 
addressed (in PR Docket 91-36) prohibit the possession of such transceivers if they 
are capable of receiving on certain frequencies other than Amateur bands. The FCC 
said that state and local laws that make possession of Amateur transceivers in 
vehicles or elsewhere illegal merely because they can receive certain frequencies, the 
reception of which is not precluded by Federal law, are preempted by Federal law. 
The Commission said that such local and state laws are inconsistent with the Federal 
laws that promote and facilitate Amateur Radio. Notice that this refers specifically to 
transceivers, it does NOT mention scanner receivers. 

NEW DISTANCE ON 982 MHZ. On August 23, 1993, at 0136 UTC KH6HME © 
and N6CA set a new 902 MHz terrestrial distance record of 2469 miles, between 
California and Hawaii. The pair spend the next 4 hours trying to connect on 2304 
MHz, but they were not successful. They used 144 MHz for liaison. Way to go guys. 


N6CA and KH6HME hold several terrestrial distance records on VHF/UHF/SHF bands. 
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HEKATON BICYCLE CLASSIC 


Once again, members of MDARC, RACES and LARK 
joined forces on Sunday, September 5, 1993, to 
provide radio support for the 22nd annual Hekaton 
Bicycle Classic. Sponsored by the Valley Spokesmen 
Touring club, this event consisted of five different rides: 
a 25 mile loop, a metric century, a hilly 70 mile, a 
moderate 100 mile and a hilly 100 mile rides. With 
over 1100 cyclists participating and courses extending 
over good portions of Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties, Hams were able to link event officials with 
rest and meal stops, sag and sweep vehicles. Con- 
stantly on the look out for downed, injured or lost 
riders, the radio operators and the staff they served 


were able to offer support and safety for the participat- 
ing bikers. 


In order to utilize a single net for the 26 radio operators 
who were working this event, the CCRA linked system 
of 2m repeaters was used. This way, operators could 
move from repeater to repeater as they cruised the 
courses and maintain contact with net control most of 
the time. 


Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
Store Walk-in Hours: 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
10:00 AM to 5:30 PM Closed Sundays 


510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 


AMANEIM, CA $2801 PORTLAMO, OR $7223 (408) 736-9496 

933 W. Euctid St 1170S S.W. Pacittc Hey. (800) 854-6046 

(714) §33-7373 ($03) $98-0855 

Si 8s npn og OAKLAND, CA 94606 

won $4217 2210 Livingston St. 

OAKLAND, CA 94606 sf cate (510) 534-5757 
ememoveene Ss: OE ee (800) 854-6046 

(800) 654-4046 (303) 745-7373 

ee ed (B00) 444-9476 

\-<088 of Zee tee. come 3, DBR, wae. 


SAM OBO, CA 92123 PHOEMIX, AZ 9501$ 


S37S Kearny Villa Ad. 1702 W. Cameiteck Rd. 
(619) 560-4900 (602) 242-3615 
(800) 854-4046 (800) 444-9476 
Tom, CAG. Mage. Gary, WO7ELY, Migs 
wey. 1636 Coat of Mighemy 17 
 Bemese See, 

ATLANTA, GA 30348 


SUMBYVALE, CA 94088 2 uncer agian: 
$10 Lawrence Expury. 162 (404) 283-6708 


(408) 736-0408 (800) 444-7827 
0 36S, hast, LION, tage 
Tom, KBGLUC. kage. a 
ee Lp -@ +a 
te Fe ee 

WOOOSRIDGE, VA 72181 
WAN WUYS. CA 91411 1 4903 ust Amanica Or. 
6285 Seourvedsa Bivd. (703) 643-1083 
(818) 988-2212 (800) 444-4799 
Jon. KOGZBL tage. Ext $4. 1-08, Somme US 1 
ae age ae 
phic Soy SALEM, WM 63879 
ben Curves bs 224 N. Broadway 
~eassentDene (603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 

Chmscm, KAbAMZ begs, 

tsa | 1-4: 

23 mm Me. of Gentes 


AZ CA CO. GA VA residents add sates tax. 
Rk DOCRCARO, SRCTOUONE adam: 
to CRaAgS without noucs. 


Fortunately, there were no significant falls or injuries 
among any of the riders - a first for this event. Rela- 
tively cool weather was a big boon for the bikers. 


The radio operators gained experience, got some great 
food and picked up a very attractive T-shirt for their 
efforts. Most of all, however, they knew they had 
offered great assistance in an event that would have 
had difficulty being held without them. 


MDARC members participating were Greg Nelson, 
WB6MBD; Carson Taylor, K6TI; Bill Hockins, KB6EPG; 
Jim Sheley, KA6DXY; Paul Dickey, N6JOX; Joe 
Gregory, WA6DQN; George Jones, KI6YK; Russ 
Hockins, KAGFOY; Dave Thompson, KA6NCC; John 
Bates, N6PUL; Stan Poland, N6ZA; Joel Butler, KM6KS; 
Lyle Van Norman, KB6DOW; Dick Schulze, AA6DL; 
John Rose, KB6MXR; Jess Mosher, KI6TB; and David 
Patterson, KB6UU. Operators started early and worked 
long hours but did a fabulous job with their assign- 
ments. The Valley Spokesmen were very pleased with 
the way the Hams looked after the health and welfare 
of the riders via radio. Thanks, guys! 


- George Jones, KI6YK - 


STORE BUYING POWER — 


HANOWELOS 
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MDARC’S CARRIER EDITORS 


Perhaps no position in MDARC has been of greater 
importance and influence over the years than that 
of editor of the club’s newsletter. Who have these 
dedicated and tireless souls been? Well, as far as 


Doug Smith, WA6GON 
Florence Lortsher 


Carson Taylor, K6T| 


Jan '81 - May '86 
Jun 86 - Oct '86 


Nov '86 - Jun '87 


we can tell, here they are with the years they 


served: 


Jack Lewis, W6IHR 

Fred Rebien, W6PEL 

Mary Ellen Gwynne, W6PIR 
Keith Whaley, WB6GXC 
Mary Ellen Gwynne, W6PIR 
Betty Smothers, WA6GCS 
Mary A. Eastman, WA6HYV 
Jerome Harvey, K6TFB 


Parky Parkinson, K6IMV 
George Kirkman, WA6DKG 


Mary Ellen Gwynne, W6PIR 


John Bertrand, WB6TZR 
Hal Mumford, W6CU 


Pete Gonos, K6GZN 


Dave Jehlik, WA6PUF: 
Hal Mumford, W6CU 


Hal Mumford, W6CU 
Frank Williams, WA6NSC 
Hal Mumford, W6CU 
Jack Gott, WA6KGI 

Hal Mumford, W6CU 
Jack Gott, WA6KGI 
Hal Mumford, W6CU 
Art Mayoff, VE2ZAQV 
Bob Young, KC6F 
Chuck Stewart, KB6UC 
Don Smith, W6NKF 
Clay Stiles, WO6GDG 
Dick Squires, KA6JGP 


Feb '53 - May '56 
Jun '56 - Dec '56 
Jan ‘57 - Jun '59 
Jul '59 - Jun ‘60 
Jul ‘60 - Nov ‘61 
Dec 61 

Jan ‘62 - Dec '62 
Jan ‘63 - Jun ‘63 


Jul ’63 - Dec '65 


Jan '66 - Dec ‘68 


Jan '69 - Mar ‘70 


Apr '70 - Dec '71 
Jan '72 - May '72 


Jun '72 - May '76 
Jun '76 

Jul "76 - Jun ‘77 
Jul '77 - Aug '77 
Sep '77 - Apr '78 
May '78 

Jun '78 - Dec ‘78 
Jan '79 - Mar ‘79 
Apr '79 - Dec '79 
Jan '80 - Sep ‘80 
Oct '80 

Nov ‘80 - Apr ‘81 
May '81 - Dec '81 


Don Smith, W6ENKF Jul '87 - Aug '87 


Stan Christian, WU6P Sep '87 - Apr ‘90 


Derek Brown, N6CUK 
Paul Girard, KC6TZU 


May '90 


Stan Christian, WU6P Jun '90 - Feb ‘91 


Ken Desloover, N8KHS Mar '91 - Apr '92 


Richard Shappee, WASHQJ = May ’92 


Greydon Hicks, KC6SLE Jun '92 - present 


Certainly, the champs as far as number of months 
of service as Carrier editor are Hal Mumford, 
WE6CU, with 100; Mary Ellen Gwynne, W6PIR, with 
84; and Doug Smith, WA6GON, with 65. That's a 
lot of Carriers, folks! 


We sure do owe them all a deep debt of gratitude. 


Thanks, guys and gals! 


- George Jones, KI6YK - 


12-V Connector 
Recommendation 


As a result of a study commissioned by the Leaque’s Volunteer 
Resources Committee last year, the Field Services Department is 
recommending the MOLEX Series 1545 connector for use in pro- 
moting compatibility and interchangeability among personal 
VHF/UHF radio equipment at disaster and public event sites. Polanty 
should always be verified prior to connecting radios and power 


supplies. 


@ZD (°) 


BLACK (-) 


The 1545 connector is rated at 25 volts, 8 amps. Wire size 
requirement is #18 AWG or greater. An in-line fuse between the 
power source and first connector is recommended. The connector 


is available at Radio Shack stores, part #274-222. 
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RRRG CUNSIYVERKS Oe 


RRRG CONSIDERS FCC "PIZZA" RULING 


The FCC has recently changed Part 97.113 of the Rules 
concerning some practices that had previously been 
prohibited. Prior to this change, a number of things were not 
allowed. The most notable of these concerned the legality of 
calling a commercial establishment and placing an order, the 
so called "Pizza Issue." What the FCC has said is that 
anything that is not specifically prohibited in the rules is by 
definition allowed so far as the FCC is concerned. This 
means that the rules will allow you to place an order for pizza, 
or make hotel reservations or cancel an appointment with 
your dentist or order food for a RACES group during a call- 
out. You may not call your office to find out if there have been 
messages nor may you engage in other communications 
where you have a pecuniary (business) interest. 


in another clarification, the FCC has said that music is 
allowed on the amateur frequencies so long as it is incidental 
to what is being broadcast. Some hams have previously held 
that if you were providing communications for a parade, you 
could not transmit if a passing band's music might be 
transmitted. Not so, says the FCC. 


So what does this mean to the users of our club's repeaters? 
At the September 15, 1993 meeting of the RRRG, it was 


ROTTEN RADIO PRACTICES 


In years past, many radio signals were contaminated by key 
clicks, over modulation and even earlier, by "RAC" as it was 
called, raw AC, a pronounced hum on the carrier. 
Fortunately, the state of the art of radio design has 
progressed to the point where these electronic deficiencies are 
mostly a thing of the past. 


Alas, there has fallen upon our airwaves a problem not related 
to technology, but to operating practices - especially, Rotten 
Radio Practices. 


Rotten Radio Practices (RRP) can be found just about 
anyplace. Sometimes it is the caused by the experienced 
ham on 20-meters who has his audio compression and audio 
level set so that he splatters over half of the band. 
Sometimes it is caused by the mike gain on a VHF rig being 
set so high that you can painfully hear the sound of every 
passing automobile. And other times, it is just a case of 
operation practice, quite separate from the manner in which 
you operate your rig. What do | mean? Read on! 


There are a number of radio services licensed by the FCC. 
Police, public utilities, fire, Citizen's Band, commercial 
broadcasting and TV, amateur radio. The list goes on and on. 
Each service has its rules and generally accepted practices. 
The 10-4 codes of the police bands found their way into CB, 
and now they are sometimes heard being use by both 
services. But the unique nature of each service holds with it a 
certain charm that is lost if the practices of all services are 
used everywhere. 


Let talk a few specifics. If you make a call to your buddy on 
2- meters, the likelihood is that several dozens of listening 
hams will hear you. If your friend does not respond, why is it 
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moved and approved that we should set up a small committee 
to find what other repeater owners pian to allow and what we 
should decide are the rules of our repeaters. This is important 
to us all, as it is possible that a repeater might become the 
"Pizza" repeater for all local users, to the disadvantage of 
many other users of the machines. At the present time, there 
are no real abuses of our repeaters concerning calls of a 
commercial nature. It seemed to be the consensus of those 
present at the RRRG meeting that they would like to see 
things stay as they are. What do you think? If you have an 
opinion that you would like to share, contact me or any 
member of the RRRG Board or RRRG Officer. What we want 
to do is to provide the kind of repeaters YOU want. Let your 
voice be heard. And note that this brief article is my 
interpretation of what | have read. If in doubt, read the Report 
and Order or read QST. 


The committee that was formed consists of Richard, 
WASHQJ, Harry, N6TI, and Jim, WBE6ELQG. lf you are 
interested in being on the committee, contact Richard at (510) 
682-1644 or @KIGWE. The present plan is to bring to the 
RRRG a recommendation by the time of the November 
meeting. 


Richard Shappee, WASHQJ @ KIGWE 


that one then transmits the phrase "Negative Copy"? It 
doesn't make any sense in ham radio as it adds nothing to the 
value of your transmission. How about the phrase "Down and 
on the Side"? The first time | heard it, | thought that someone 
had fallen out of their car! 


When you are in communication with another ham, it is 
required by the rules that you identify with your call every 10 
minutes and at the end of your transmission. All too often, | 
hear transmissions that are lengthy, and without commenting 
upon the value of what is being said, too often the 
requirement to identify is overlooked. And often, when some 
hams (both old and new) identify, you only hear them saying 
part of their call, and this is generally the letters. You have a 
call. Be proud of it. Say it slowly and distinctly, and say all of 
it. 


There is a class of operators on our frequencies who seem to 
delight in baiting others into argumentative QSO's. When 
these QSO's degenerate into the use of foul language, we all 
suffer and the quality of our radio service is degraded. | dont 
suggest that any one’s conversation should be subjected to a 
censor, only that we have many new and impressionable 
hams using our frequencies and it serves no good purpose 

to lower the standard of our conversations to the gutter. 


Be mindful of your audience, and for you new hams, listen to 
the operating practices of hams you may respect. You would 
do weil to emulate their practices. And you old gray heads, 
don't let these new comers down! 


T.O.M 
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SWITCHING DIRECTION FINDER 
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Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
Reqular Meeting 
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September 15, 1993 


Called to order at 8:00 PM by chairman Dwane 
McGlothin, N6SPX, the regular meeting of the 
RRRG was held at the Stonebrook Convalescent 
Center in Concord. Minutes from the last meeting 
were approved as published in the Carrier. 


Treas. Norma Davis, N6EJZ, reported a bank 
balance of $ 5866.18, less $ 2300.00 committed to 
allocated club projects. All club bills are paid. 


Dwane explained that allocated club projects are 
those that have been voted on, and approved by 
members. In the past these amounts have not 
been subtracted from the clubs bank balance until 
the money is spent. This gives a false account of 
funds available. The new procedure will give an 
accurate balance of funds. He said each project 
should be presented to the steering committee 
board before the main meeting. It can then be 
presented to the membership. Persons making 
motions should follow the project through reporting 
to the board when completed. 


Mike Burke, KB6RMT, presented the tech. report. 
He mentioned that the 440 machine has a 
intermittent problem. There is a possibility that a 
440 repeater will be donated to the club. Weak 
southern coverage of the 2 meter machine is 
blamed on the relocation of the antenna. 220 was 
reported also to be weak to the south, but there 
are conflicting reports. 


Kieth Lattin, N6PMF, presented the ATV tech 
report. He said Mike is working on the system that 
will generate PL on all three machines. Also 
mentioned were the improvements to the ATV 
receiver and that a new transmitter will boost the 
wattage at the base of the antenna from 25 to 50 


watts. Kieth said recent repairs and upgrades to 


the ATV repeater has it performing better then 
ever. 


Dwane announced the November meeting will 
include elections for 1994 RRRG board members. 


Richard Shappee, WASHQJ, reported that the 
second Saturday of each month T-hunt is going 
strong. Starting at 7:00 PM, it meets at the corner 
of Geary and Pleasant Hill Roads. Richard noted 
that he has prepared a packet of information on 
aspects of T-hunting and related equipment. 
Those interested are welcomed to contact him for 
a copy. Richard also spoke on the FCC who 
recently reinterpreted what radio operators can do 
on the air. For our repeaters, he suggested that 
past restraints might be a good guideline to follow 
in the future. He proposed that a small committee 
be formed to make recommendations to the 
members on what our repeater system should 
allow. Four members volunteered to participate on 
the committee. They are Richard Shappee, 
WASHQJ, Jay Caldis, KT6Y, Jim Wallace, 
WB6LQG, and Harry Gilbert, N6IT. 7 


Guests to the club were introduced. Eight people 
applied for membership. Voted upon, and 
approved for RRRG membership are: Laird Bevier, 
KD6ZMH, Casey Dodd, KD6VCR, Sydney Furman, 
W6QWK, Kent Judkins, KE6AYL, John Lytle, 
KD6ZMP, Larry Miller, KD6ZUJ, Robert Rygh, 
KD6VPD, and James Wallace, WB6LQG. 

Dick Schultz, AA6DL, announced that MDARC has 
nominated Richard Shappee for ARRL Pacific 
Division Ham of the Year. He also said that 
MDARC has been named ARRL club of the year 
for 1992, Pacific Division. 


On PACIFICON, Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, gave flea 
market information along with an invitation to 
anyone who would like to help with the event. 
Richard noted The Royal Order of the Wouff Hong 
will indoctrinate mew members at PACIFICON. 
Requirements are a ham license and membership 
in the ARRL. 


41 people attended the meeting and we adjourned 
at 8:50 PM. 


Kent Barham, Secty., 
KIGWE.#NOCAL.USA,NA 


KD6JAC @ 


SWAP MEET .- Sanriay Morning 
Free admussion, $10.00 for sellers 


BALLOON LAUNCH 
Jowm tbe T-Hunt search, 
beacons on 2 M and 10 M. 
1000 mule cruse range 


TOURS AND EXCURSIONS 
Mann County - Mur Woods, 

Mt. Tamalpas, Sausalito, 

Shopping 


FOOT ’"N FANNY CONTEST 
Always a hit, Can you 
send "MISSISSIPPI? 


WOUFF-HONG 
Your chance to join the 
radio acuve crowd Be 
at the ceremony Saturday 
at MIDNIGHT ! 


FORUMS- 
FRIDAY - _ 


$:30.- 6:30 impact of New 
Technologies on Emergency 
ess 


7:00 - 8:00 - New Technology 
in Califormma State Communications 


8:30 - 9:30 - The Crash of Flight 232 


The Pacific Division Convention 
of the 
American Radio Relay League 


COnNCORS, CALIFORN 


DAR 


OCTOBER 22-24, 1993 
Concord Hilton Hotel 


Amateur Radio Convention 


¢ Technical Forums 
Swap Meet 

¢ Exhibitors 

¢ Examinations 


Admission is only $3.00 in 
advance. 
Order today! 


Sponsored by 
The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


SATURDAY - 


Trends m Amateur Radio 

Future of Contesting 

Digital Signal Processing 

Controi and Analysis of Satellites 

Spread Spectrum - Digtal 
Communications for the 
21st Century 

Transmitter Hunung 

Future of DX’ing 

Beginning Packet 

TCP/IP and other Advanced 
Packet Topics 

Amateur Radio Legal Topics 
QRP Technology 


SUNDAY - 


Antenna Ordinances 


AMATEUR RADIO 


BALLOON LAUNCH 


You've read about, now see Bill, 
WB6ELK, launch a balloon package 
that may cruise up to 1000 miles. 
On-Board ATV camera, radio beacon, 
T-Hunt chase afterwards. 


ARRL WALK-IN VE TESTING 


Saturday and Sunday, 9:00 AM. 
to 12:00 NOON. hag. 


Advance Registration Form 
PACIFICON 93, October 22,23,24, 1993 
Hilton Hotel, Concord CA 


[> Deadline for advance reservations-October 


15, 1993 


Enclose check or money order for amount 


indicated. No Cash! Pick-up tickets at 


registration desk on arrival. Enclose SASE if 
you want tickets returned by mail. To obtain 


PACIFICON 93 rate of $72 including full 


breakfast, call: Hilton Hotel 1-800-826-2644 


Please type or print name and address. 
an ipa Sc TN 
Address 


City State — IP 


Admission* aw © $ 3:00 =$ 
(Valid all three days) 

Banquet entree Sieh 
Prime Rib —— @ $29.00 =$____ 
Chicken —— @ $29.00 =. 
Vegetarian — @ $29.00 =£__ 

Marin Excursion ___- @ $20.00 =$___.__ 


S.F. Shopping ____ @ $20.00 =$___ 


Mail to: bo 5 


PACIFICON 

P.O. Box 272613 
Concord CA 94527 
Info. (510) 932-6125 


* $5.00 at door 
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The Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater 
Group 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Meetings: 
Third Friday Each Month 
8:00 PM / 2000 hours 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Next Meeting: 

Third Wednesday Of Odd Months 

8:00 PM / 2000 hours 

Contra Costa Fire College 

2945 Treat Bid., Concord, CA 


Club Officers 
President: 


Club Officers 
Chairman: 
Dwane McGlothin, N6SPX 
(510)798-2868 


Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
(510)935-5000 


Vice President: Technical Chairman: 
Mike Burke, KB6RMT 


(510)682-7296 


Dick Tomsik, KJ6YE 
(510)825-1336 


Secretary: 
Tom Seabury, KC6SYG 
(510)837-4433 


RRRG Repeaters 
147.060/+(100 pl) 


224.780/-(077 pl) 
441.325/+(100 pl) 

ATV - Input - 1253.250 

Output - 427.250 (Cable CH 58) 


Treasurer: 
Stan Christian, WU6P 
(510)672-0330 


Membership Chairman: 
George Jones, KI6YK 
(510)837-9316 


RRRG Nets 


Emergency Coordinator: 
John Stuart, KM6QX 
(510)283-2797 


Phone Net - Thursdays 

1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pl) 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
ATV Net - Thursdays 
2000 Hours, Net Control: 

Mike Burke, KB6RMT, 
| Alt.: Don Smith, WENKF, 
Technical Net - Sundays 
1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pl) 
Net Control: Jeff Jones, AB6MB 


Directors: 
Dick Brown, KT6X 
(510)676-9048 
Larry Gansz, KB2GV 
(510)356-241 1 


MDARC-PACIFICON HOT LINE 
(510)932-6125 


Contra Costa Coun 


Emergency Services HF Net 
First Thursday following 


Contra Costa County 
ARES/RACES Nets 


Thursdays, 1900 Hours first Wednesday, 
Central County - 145.680/s 2000 Hours, 3.895 MHz 
James House, KA6IVF Net Control: 


(510)372-0345 Hank Berriman, W6ZHY, AEC 
East County - 146.535/s 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 
South County - 146.355/+(100 pl) 
George Jones, KI6YK 


(510)837-9316 


Carrier 
Editor: Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
4517 Sheilflower Ct., Concord 94518 
(510)798-1251 
Folding: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Mailing: Walt Ebbett, KB6Q/B 
Labels: George Jones, KI6YK 


West County - 145.110/- 

Rachel Lewellen, KB6LHR 
(510)233-5034 

QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 

Meeting of all County Clay Yale, N6YBQ 

ARES\RACES Nets 510)228-8223 
The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). This publication is open to all members of MDARC and it is the 
policy of this Editor to publish all articles submitted by the membership as long as such articles are not obscene, pertain to Amateur Radio, are of interest 
to the members of MDARC and space is available. Articles are due by the first of each month and are accepted on a first come, first in basis. Articles 
should be submitted by packet, KC6SLE @ KI6WE.#NOCAL.USA.NA or packet mailbox, KC6SLE-1 or by modem to the Doug Smith's No Name Yet 
bulletin board, File area #23, at (510) 827-5714 or delivered to the Editor in ASCII format on either 5.25" or 3.5" computer disk. The standard font is Arial 
9 point. The Editor's address can be found in the Carrier or MDARC Membership Directory. Articles published in the Carrier may be reproduced 
ovided that such reproduction credits both MDARC and the author of the article. Cop righted articles will not be accepted for p blication in the Carrier. 


Sheriffs’ Uniform Reserve 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
alien eaten 
Swapmeet Livermore All Year, 7 AM to Noon 
NU UO Bee CME ss i iegese 2 | SS ne Veer eet fs | 
MDARC Old Pleasant Hill High School, Every Tuesday Night 
License Classes Oak Park Bivd., Pleasant Hill 7:30 PM 


RACES Monthly State OEC, Civic Dr. First Wednesday 
Meeting Pleasant Hill Every Month, 7:30 PM 
en ee ee ee i en ee 
MDARC General Our Savior Lutheran Church Friday 
Membership Meeting 1035 Carol Ln., Lafayette November 15, 1993 
SER Ce es eee as ce ee ee eee 2 
Deadline for Carrier Articles PR FR ek matics. RS Monday, November 1, 1993 
Seas es ee ee i i RR Re ed tid Eie OE 
MDARC T-Hunt Location TBA Second Saturday, 7:00 PM 
Se eee eae Mee “SF OO Se ee BG... eee, 
PACIFICON ‘93 Concord Hilton Hotel October 22, 23 and 24, 1993 
ition @ Bis. den ee ee eee Bos telat Cideet Dien Yee) e ) 
RRRG General Stonebrook Convalescent Center Wednesday, November 17, 1993, 


Membership Meeting 4367 Concord Bivd, Concord 8:00 PM 


i TT el oe eae a eee 


_ 
The Carrier = 
a newsletter of the See he ae Wis 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club ee LSA a OAT 
P.O. Box 23222 = eS mc 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 \ meena 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


NEXT MDARC MEETING IS OCTOBER 15, 1993 
NEXT RRRG MEETING iS NOVEMBER 17, 1993 


PACIFICON '93 IS OCTOBER 22, 23, 24, 1993, AT THE CONCORD HILTON HOTELIII! 


